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Calendar 
 

You can view the full calendar with 
daily updates on our website at 

www.tdshouston.org 
 
 

Friday, October 11 
 -10:30 am Molly Resnik - 
 Guest Speaker for MS Girls  

Monday, October 21  
 - No Preschool 
 -Staff In-Service 
Sunday, November 3 
 - Rosh Chodesh Kislev 
Monday, November 4 
 - Rosh Chodesh Kislev 
 - Pizza Lunch 
Wednesday, November 13 
 - No School 
 - Parent/Teacher Conference-
Monday, November 27 
 - Noon Dismissal - Judaic 

October 10, 2013  
6 Cheshvan, 5774 
Shabbos Lech Lecha 
6:39 pm Candle Lighting Time  

  Thursday  
  Thunder 

Reminders:  
 

-Bring in boxtops to the front  
office 
 

-There’s still time to bring in  
Randall’s bucks! 
 

-Save your plastic caps! Bring 
them to Dr. Bell for a project she 
will be doing with the students. 
 
- Please have your child wear  
appropriate shoes for PE and bring 
a water bottle on Tuesdays.   

TDS Sweatshirts 
 

If you would like to purchase a 
sweatshirt please prepay  

$27.00 by October 18th to the  
office. There will be a form in the  
office for you to fill out with your  
child's name and sweatshirt sizes 

available. If you buy through TDS 
you will save on shipping!! 
Only orders that have been  

paid in full by  
October 18th will be placed. 

eDollars & Timebanx - What is it and how do I sign up? 
 

Thank you very much for your continued support and dedication to Torah Day School. This 
year, we will be using the online Timebanx program to track needed jobs, volunteers,  
quantity of hours, and assists in efficient communication with administrators, parents, and 
teachers.  
 
This is an organized, confidential communication tool, as the Administrators are able to see 
the departments that the parents have signed up for.  
 
You may have recently received the login information from Accounts/Timebanx. If you 
have not, please contact Mrs. Bea at bchess@tdshouston.org 
 
Here is the basic process:  
 
Website: www.timebanx.com. 
Username: Your email address (the one you wrote on your registration form) 
Password: Arrived in your email from Accounts/Timebanx  
             
We greatly appreciate all that you do to make this a successful school year. 
For all further questions, comment, and/or feedback, please email bchess@tdshouston.org 
 
Thank you very much for all your time and efforts this year! 

TDS Playground in Memory of Brian Grodner 
 

 We are excited to announce that we have already raised an additional 
$8,088.00 for the playground in just one week!! We are thankful for the great  
response we have received to our fundraiser for the new TDS Playground in 
memory of one of our beloved parents Brian Grodner.   
 
 The playground committee was able to procure a grant of $18,500.00 in 
funding provided we complete our own fund raising by the end of October.  To date 
$43,727.46 has been collected for the playground.  

 
We must raise an additional $13,912.00 by the end of October!  

 

Although the time is short, if every parent in the school would commit to either  
donating the money or raising it from friends and relatives, we can make this  
playground a reality! 
 
Please help us reach our goal by reaching out to those around you. Please visit 
www.tdshouston.org/playground  to read more about Brian Grodner and the  
playground in his memory please go to http://bit.ly/1gl9fCZ 

 Mazel Tov… 
… Shaindy Schumkler on  
becoming a Bas Mitzvah 
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Rabbi Vidal’s Corner                   check here weekly for updates 

 Chayolei Tzivos Hashem Program  
 
 Registration is still open!  
Students are already earning miles, and getting higher in rank. Stay 

tuned for a new incentive program for students to bring their missions back to 
base on time! 
Missions are given out on Friday for the following week. Missions should be 
back to base on Monday of the following week. 
Thank you to all who contributed to making this program possible. 
If you have any questions on how the program operates or if you wish to do-
nate to this amazing cause please contact me via 
email rvidal@tdshouston.org or call (713)935-6645. Any amount is appreciated 
and will go a long way! 
 
   

Father and Son Learning 
YAY! Father and Son Learning will be 
starting TONIGHT at 6pm. All fathers 

and sons from 1-8th grades are invited 
to spend time together, learn Torah, 
enjoy some light refreshments and a 
special raffle tonight for all those that 
attend! Thank you to an anonymous 

sponsor for making this program possi-
ble! 

The Early Minyan Group 
Next raffle tomorrow! Special 
breakfast coming up... stay 

tuned... 

 
From the Principal’s Desk 
 

I’m a Parent Too! 
 

One of the hardest things an educator and an administrator 
must do is to give consequences to students when they are 
misbehaving or disrespectful.  
 

I bring an advantage to being an administrator because I am 
also a parent. I understand that children are children and 
will make mistakes, “test the waters,” and sometimes act 
immaturely, disrespectfully, or impulsively. I was also for-
tunate to understand as a parent that when my children 
needing correcting, it was BECAUSE I loved them that I 
wanted them corrected and to be the best people they could 
be. It is always difficult giving consequences and hurt me 
more than my child even if my children did not realize it. 
 

I keep the above in mind when I am correcting our students 
or giving consequences. I let the students know that I care, 
and because I care, I am responding to their behavior. Then 
I invite the student to explain why they made the choice 
they made. In giving them this opportunity, they have a 
chance to figure out what drove their behavior. It is  
amazing how insightful the answers can be. 
 

I hope that whatever the consequence is at school that our 
parents will partner with us on reinforcing the message to 
our students, that choosing the wrong thing to do at school 
has consequences. Learning from mistakes is always an 
important life lesson. 
 

Mrs. Arlene Lassin 
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Drum Lessons on Sundays at TDS! 
 

Drum lessons and music theory taught by Bryan  
Raymond, will be available for a nominal fee depending 

on how many sign up. 
 

If you are interested, please contact the office. If there is 
enough interest we will put out more information in 

regards to times and costs. 

Mrs. Perl’s Fifth Grade class learned Parshas Noach last 
week for Parshas Hashavua. They then went out to see how big 
the Teiva actually was by using the measurements  
according to the opinion as to what it equals in feet.  They were 
amazed to discover that the Teiva would have had to have been 
four times the length of the concrete playing field.  The width 
was across the concrete and halfway into the grassy area.  We 
could not measure the height of course, but the other two  
numbers gave them a much better picture of the enormity of the 
project.  Students reactions were as follows: "No wonder it  
took so long to build." and "Wow, that is like two football 
fields." 

From the Rebetzin’s Desk 
 
QUESTION: In what ways are the Jewish people like stars? 
 
ANSWER: The starts twinkle in the high heavens. By their 
light, even one who walks in the darkness of night will not 
blunder. Every Jew, man or woman, possess enough moral 
and spiritual light to influence friends and acquaintances and 
bring them out of the darkness into G-d’s spiritual light. 
     Vedibarta Bam 
     Lech-Lecha 



How to eliminate worry and anxiety from your life. 

A meditation-oriented training seminar 

Sunday Oct. 20, 2013  
7:30-9 pm  
Chabad Outreach Center  
11000 Fondren Rd 77096 

713-774-0300 or Register online 

$20 pre-purchase ($25 at door)  
Sponsorships and Scholarships available. 

 
by Rabbi Dr. Laibl Wolf LL.B M.Ed.Psych. D.Div.  
Dean, Spiritgrow – Josef Kryss Holistic Center, Australia 

Kabbalah, Neuroplasticity and Mindfulness 

A meditation-oriented training seminar, sourced in contemporary positive psychology and 
ancient Kabbalistic teachings, that tutors the mind to change its ‘anxiety shape’ to elimi-
nate the worry-habit allowing the heart to flow freely and safely, ensuring happiness and ful-
fillment. Treating ‘de-stress’ as a learned art, Rabbi Dr. Wolf nominates four primary ‘artist 
tools’: the paint-brush of Mindfulness, the canvas of Spiritual Dexterity, the chisel of Medita-
tion, and the eye of Conscious Positivity. He draws freely from ancient wisdoms alongside 
cutting edge scientific inquiry. 


