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Calendar 
 

You can view the full calendar with 
daily updates on our website at 

www.tdshouston.org 
 

Mon., March 11th 
 - Gr. 1 - 8 to Rodeo 
 - 2:30 dismissal for ALL 
 grades 
 - 6:30 pm G.O. play  
Tues, March 12th 
 - Rosh Chodesh 
 - Pizza Lunch 
Fri. March 15th 
 - Preschool model seders 
 - Spaghetti Lunch k - 8 
Mon.—Wed. March 18—20 
 - Noon Dismissal Secular 
Thurs, March 21— Wed. April 3 
 - Spring Break— 
 No School 
Tues. March 26— Tues April 2 
 - Pesach 

March 7, 2013  
25 Adar, 5773 
Parshas Vayak’hel-Pekudei/Hachodesh 
6:07 pm Candle Lighting Time 

 
 

  Thursday  
  Thunder 

The fifth grade students experienced several eras in American history by reading  
historical fiction books in the "Dear America" series. Each book is written journal style. 
The students summarized their reading experiences by writing a letter that might have been 
written by their character. Raizel Lazaroff reported about a Quaker girl who was kidnapped 
by Indians in colonial America.  Eli Cagen and Chaya Muska Lazaroff both experienced 
different aspects of the Revolutionary War.  Benny Mandl learned about a Chinese  
immigrant during the California Gold Rush.  Racheli Barnett and Gia Grodner traveled the 
Oregon Trail with their character.  Shaindy Schmukler learned about the hardships of the 
Civil War.  Bayla Fishman learned about the challenges encountered by a Jewish  
immigrant girl in 1903.  Ariella Dobin traveled first class on the Titanic with her character. 
Each student then created a poster depicting that time in history.  It was a great learning  
experience! 
 

The fifth graders celebrated finishing 
Parshas Va'eira with a grand siyum, 
which included Divrei Torah from each 
student, as well as a feast appropriate for 
what they had just learned. They made 
pasta that looked like "boils" complete 
with tomato sauce from all the  
scratching, and "eser makkos  
cupcakes".   
 

 
 
They used Red Velvet cake mix and amazingly -  
before our very eyes - as we added water to the  
chocolate powder, it turned red.  They decorated the 
cupcakes with white frosting for the hail, gummy bears 
for the wild animals, mini chocolate chips for the lice 
and green icing for the frogs. 
 

By popular vote, art class will resume for 3 - 8 grade 
girls on Mondays after Passover. From April 8th til 
May 20th. Contact the office to register. 
 

Special this Shabbos and next Shabbos! All boys and 
fathers from grades 1-8 are invited this Shabbos from  

5-6 pm to learn Mishnayos and Tanya by heart in preparation for 11 Nissan. 
 

Thursday Thunder "R-Word" 
 

The R-word is the word 'retard(ed)'. Why does it hurt? The R-word hurts because it is ex-
clusive. It's offensive. It's derogatory.  Yesterday was annual R-WORD "Spread the Word 
to End the Word".  Over 36,000 people pledged to stop using the word retard.  In 1980, the 
Rebbe expressed a preference for the term special, because it more accurately reflected the 
reality of their situation.  What foresight!  The world is still catching up and working to 
replace “retard” today.  It is heartwarming to see the number of children who have signed 
the r-pledge at TDS in past years and know that we are making the world a better place one 
word at a time! 

Mazel Tov… 
Cynthia Helstein on the birth of 
a baby boy! 

Have you received the postcard 
in the mail? Are you looking for 
another amazing, wonderful,  
inspiring and fun summer leaving 
memories that will last a lifetime? 
CGI is then the right place for 
you. Registration for summer 
2013 is now open! Registration is 
filling up, so take advantage of 
the early bird discount and se-
cure your spot(s) now! 
 
Camp dates: June 26th-Aug. 6 
 
Check out our web-
site www.cgihouston.com for 
more details and 'like' our face-
book page www.facebook.com/
CGITexas to enter a raffle to win 
a free CGI t-shirt. Contest ends 
on March 11th so hurry! 
 
For more info 
email info@cgihouston.com 
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Rabbi Vidal’s Corner                   check here weekly for updates 

  Chayolei Tzivos Hashem Program  
  
CTH is excited to announce that we will once again have 
the Matzo Shmurah campaign. Students received forms last 
week that need to be filled out and returned by this Friday 

26 Adar/March 8th so that we can ensure that everyone has the Shmura 
Matzos to give out. If you would like to have a part in sponsoring this 
campaign please contact me. There will be an assembly before Pesach 
to award medals, please return your missions asap so that your child can 
earn their medals and perhaps go up in rank. Special surprize at the 
assembly for each student enrolled in the program!  
 
If you have any questions you may email me  
 rvidal@tdshouston.org or call (713)935-6645  
 
Your base commander,  
Rabbi Y. Vidal 

Father and Son Learning 
 

Father & Son Learning will take place tonight 25 Adar 5773 / 
March 7th from 7-7:45 for all fathers and sons from grades  
1-8. It is a wonderful opportunity for fathers to connect and 
spend quality time with their sons by learning some Torah 
together.Special refreshments to be served. Thank you to our 
anonymous sponsor for making this program possible. Raffle 
will IYH take place next week on Thursday 3 Nissan/March 
14th.  
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The Early Minyan Group 
 
Raffle this Friday IY"H. Check out next edition for winner.  

We’re really excited!  1 - 8 grade is going to the  
Houston Livestock and Rodeo on Monday, March 
07, 2013.  We will be leaving the school at 8:45 a.m. 
and returning by 2:30 p.m. for early dismissal.  There 
will be no school on that day for children who are not 
going on the trip,  as all the teachers will be at the  
rodeo. 
 
Students must be dressed in their green TDS field trip 
t-shirts for the trip, and will need to bring lunch with 
them, as there are no kosher facilities at the ro-
deo.  As much of the rodeo is outdoors, please make 
sure the students have clothing appropriate to the 
weather. 
 
What should my child bring: 
 
A returned permission slip 
1. $7 trip fee (for middle school students only) 
2. TDS field trip shirt 
3. lunch/drinks/snacks in disposable bags with name 

on it. 
 
Please fill out and sign the enclosed form to enable 
your child to participate!  Please don’t hesitate to  
contact Mrs. Davies with any questions.  

From the Rebbetzin’s Desk... 
 

“This month (Nissan) shall be for you  
the head of the months.”  

 
QUESTION:  Why was the lunar calendar the first mitzvah 
given to the Jewish people as a whole? 
 
ANSWER: When Hashem created the world, the two  
luminaries, the sun and the moon, were of equal strength. 
The moon complained, “It is not proper for two ‘kings’ to 
have the same type of crown.” In response, Hashem made the 
moon smaller. When Mashiach comes, the moon will return 
to its original strength (Bereishit) 
 
The unique quality of the moon is that up to the middle of the 
month, it continuously grows, becoming smaller thereafter. 
By the end of the month, it is not seen anymore– but  
suddenly it reappears. 
 
The history of the Jewish People is similar to the stages of 
the moon: Throughout our history we have had rising and 
falling fortunes. We have been expelled from various coun-
tries, and when we were thought to be extinct, suddenly, a 
new Jewish community arose in another part of the world. 
Like the moon, the Jewish people will never disappear, and 
will eventually be, in the days of Mashiach, the most glorious 
and respected people in the world. This essential quality of 
the Jewish people is thus indicated by the first mitzvah given 
to them. 
(From the V’Dibarto Bam) 

WANTED 
As you are doing your Passover cleaning, please look 
for books belonging to Torah Day School. Also, we 
would love to have Judaic books in English for the 
school library. Many of the books in the children’s  
series are missing, please look at home. We would also 
appreciate donations to the library, both books and  
monetary contributions in order to upgrade our Judaic 
section. 

Please continue to bring in your box 
tops! Check your items while your 
cleaning for Pesach, cut off the box 
tops and bring to the front office. 




