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Calendar 
 

You can view the full calendar with 
daily updates on our website at 

www.tdshouston.org 
 

Fri. March 1 
 - 3:45 Dismissal 
 - Spaghetti Lunch for 
 K—8 
 
Sun, March 3rd 
 - 11—3 Kosher Chili 
 Cook-off at the JCC 
 
Mon., March 4th 
 - PRESCHOOL  
 ONLY—Early Dismissal 
 at 1:30 pm 
 
Mon., March 11th 
 - Gr. 1 - 8 to Rodeo 
 - 6:30 pm G.O. play 
 
Tues, March 12th 
 - Rosh Chodesh 
 - Pizza Lunch 
 
Mon.—Wed. March 18—20 
 - Noon Dismissal Secular 
 
Thurs, March 21— Wed. April 3 
 - Spring Break— 
 No School 
Tues. March 26— Tues April 2 
 - Pesach 

February 21, 2013  
11 Adar, 5773 
Parshas Ki Tisa/Parah 
6:03 pm Candle Lighting Time 

 
 

  Thursday  
  Thunder 

-Only 1 day left for early registration!! Register your child now and receive a $250.00  
discount! Call the front office to register your child for only $500.00 before March 1st! 
 

-Last week Morah Yaffa's fourth grade Hebrew class sponsored a Yom Shook for the 
student body. They made, brought, and prepared snacks to sell. They were very inventive 
in their choices as they offered hot chocolate, popcorn, pickles, lemonade, baked goods and 
a variety of other items. This was a big success for the students and the class earned money 
for tzedakah.  
 

-Thank you to all the families who participated in the Shalach Manos fundraiser for the 
school and the teachers. The teachers always enjoy receiving the lovely basket. The money 
raised for the school goes to enrich your children. Thank you to the Cins who joined and 
were absent from the list. 
 

-Volunteers for Chili Cook-off on Sunday, March 3. There are one hour shifts from 11 to 
3 pm. Please come join the fun. Call the office for more information 
 

-Congratulations to Raphael Leonard who won the Torah Day School Spelling Bee and 
went on to place third in the Greater Houston Private School Bee last week.  
 

-Monday was the last day of this session of ballet for the preschool and kindergartners.  
Parents were invited to see what the children learned and enjoyed seeing the girls practice 
their positions and movements. Another session will possibly begin after Pesach. If you are 
interested, contact the office. 
 

-The last session of the art class for girls in grades 3-8 was the week before last. The girls 
learned how to use shading and perspective in drawing, how to create cartoons, the various 
methods of painting and how to work with clay. Mrs. Gotesky is planning another session. 
If you are interested, please contact the office. 
 

-Shushan Purim was a festive occasion at Torah Day School. Preschoolers enjoyed  
dressing up as their favorite characters; they also enjoyed watching a juggler who  
captivated them with his tricks and skills. 
The Day School students decorated the halls 
by dressing in polka dots and stripes. The 
girls enjoyed a Big/Little Sisters program 
where they worked together to bake  
hamentashen and create riddles for a contest. 
The boys entertained each other with a talent 
show. During the week the middle school 
classes made" true to life" masks by putting 
the plaster directly on their faces and then  
decorating the dried product. Thank you to 
all the teachers who helped make Purim  
special. 
 

-Have you received the postcard in the mail? Are you looking for another amazing, wonderful,  
inspiring and fun summer leaving memories that will last a lifetime? CGI is then the right place for 
you. Registration for summer 2013 is now open! Registration is filling up, so take advantage of 
the early bird discount and secure your spot(s) now!           Camp dates: June 26th-August 6 
 

Check out our website www.cgihouston.com for more details and 'like' our facebook page 
www.facebook.com/CGITexas to enter a raffle to win a free CGI t-shirt. Contest ends soon so  
hurry!  For more info email info@cgihouston.com 

Refumah Shleima… 
… Mr. Kinsey 
 

Mazel Tov… 
… Shabat family on the birth of 
a baby girl 
… Kaufmann family on 
Yaacov’s Upshernish 

Today, February 28th, the Ben 
Chaim Family left  Houston 
and is returning to Israel. We 
will miss them and wish them 
Hatzlacha in their relocation. 
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Rabbi Vidal’s Corner                   check here weekly for updates 

  Chayolei Tzivos Hashem Program  
  
This Shabbos is Shabbos Para, 3rd of the 4 special 
Parshiyos read in the month closest to Nissan. Make sure to 
be in Shul to listen to that reading! CTH is excited to  

announce that we will once again have the Matzo Shmurah campaign. 
Students will be given forms that need to be filled out and returned by 
Friday 26 Adar/March 8th so that we can ensure that everyone has the 
Shmura Matzos to give out. There will be an assembly before Pesach to 
award medals, please return your missions asap so that your child can 
earn their medals and perhaps go up in rank.   
  
If you have any questions you may email me  
 rvidal@tdshouston.org or call (713)935-6645  
 
Your base commander,  
Rabbi Y. Vidal 

Father and Son Learning 
 

Father & Son Learning will take place tonight 18 Adar 5773 / 
February 28th from 7-7:45 for all fathers and sons from 
grades 1-8. It is a wonderful opportunity for fathers to  
connect and spend quality time with their sons by learning 
some Torah together. Light refreshments to be served. Thank 
you to our anonymous sponsor for making this program  
possible. Raffle will IYH take place on Thursday 3 Nissan/
March 14th.  
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The Early Minyan Group 
 
Mazel Tov to Sammy Mandl who won a Sefer from the 
'Chassidic Heritage Series' titles 'Nurturing Faith'.   

From the Principal’s Desk… 
 

Find, Build, Compute 
 
What do a shoebox, book, and refrigerator have in  
common? They are all rectangular prisms, or solid 
shapes with rectangles for their faces (sides). Encourage 
your child to explore geometry with this common 
shape. 
 
Volume. Let him/her build a rectangular prism out of 
dice, sugar cubes, or same-sized Legos. His/Her model 
should be solid, with no hidden spaces. When s/he  
finishes, have him/her figure out the volume (count the 
cubes along the height, width, and length, and multiply 
the three numbers together). To check his/her math, s/he 
can take apart his/her structure and count all the cubes. 
 
Dimensions. Give your youngster 36 blocks, and see 
how many different sizes of rectangular prisms s/he can 
build. Have him/her record dimensions of each one.  
Examples: 2 x 2 x 9 and 2 x 3 x 6. What do the sets 
have in common? (Each product equals 36.) 

Please continue to bring in your box 
tops! Check your items while your 
cleaning for Pesach, cut off the box 
tops and bring to the front office. 

From the Rebbetzin’s Desk... 
 

Ki Tissa 
“When you take a census...every man shall give  

G-d an atonement for his soul...This they shall 
give...a half-shekel.” 

 
QUESTION: Rashi writes that Moshe had difficulty 

understanding what Hashem was telling him;  
therefore, He showed him a fiery coin which 
weighed a half-shekel. 

 
 Why was it so  difficult for Moshe to comprehend? 
 
ANSWER: When Hashem spoke about the half-shekel, 

He called it “kofer nafsho” - “atonement for the 
soul” - for Torah violations. Moshe could not  
comprehend how money can accomplish  
forgiveness for the soul. Therefore, Hashem said to 
Moshe, “Zen yitnu” - They should give just such a 
coin (fiery coin). The giving of a coin in itself  
cannot atone for a grave sin such as worshipping the 
golden calf. However, if one gives with warmth and 
enthusiasm that stems from the fiery core of the 
Jewish soul, then a half-shekel can truly become the 
cause of forgiveness, even for sins that affect the 
essence of the Jewish soul. 

 
(From the V’Dibarto Bam) 

WANTED 
As you are doing your Passover cleaning, please look 
for books belonging to Torah Day School. Also, we 
would love to have Judaic books in English for the 
school library. Many of the books in the children’s  
series are missing, please look at home. We would also 
appreciate donations to the library, both books and  
monetary contributions in order to upgrade our Judaic 
section. 


