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Calendar 
 

You can view the full calendar with 
daily updates on our website at 

www.tdshouston.org 

Friday, December 14 
 --Rosh Chodesh 
 Pizza Lunch 
 -- K, 3 and 4 grades to 
 perform at Assembly 
 --1:15 Puppet show for 
 Preschool - 2nd grade 

Wed. - Fri. December 19 - 21 
 - No School TT1 - PreK 
 - Noon Dismissal  
 for K - 8 

Mon, Dec. 24 - Wed. Jan. 2 
 - Winter break  
 - No School 

Wednesday, January 2 
 - Teacher In-Service 

Thursday, January 3 
 - School resumes for  
 all grades 

December 8,  2012  
29 Kislev, 5773 
Parshas Mikeitz 
5:07 pm Candle Lighting Time 

 
 

  Thursday  
  Thunder 

A Fun Filled Week of Chanukah a TDS 
 

Monday—Students enjoyed a presentation of “Mad Science.” They observed 
chemical reactions that produced different colored flames and reactions that retarded 
flames. 
 

Tuesday—Preschool parents in Tiny Tots 2 and Nursery 1 enjoyed listening to 
their children sing and entertain with Chanukah songs. Tiny Tots 2 students and 
parents made a menorah that the children can use at home. They then decorated 
cookies as their refreshment. Nursery 1 students presented several songs and  
poems, all with gestures and motions. Their practice paid off as they performed with 
great gusto! Their refreshments of latkes and cookies were a hit! 
 

Thank you Mrs. Cotlar and Mrs. Vidal who supervised the 7/8 girls in preparing 
 latkes for the entire school. What a delicious treat! 
 

Wednesday—Thank you to all the classes, grades 1—8 who developed very  
creative activity stations for all students to enjoy, preschool— 8th grade. Some of 
the fun entailed— catching suspended donuts, face painting, spin the dreidel  
contests, miniature golf, throw the latke to a target, bowling, chug-a-lug contest with 
baby bottles filled with apple juice, a dance machine and a flour treasure hunt! This 
Chanukah carnival was a great hit! 
 

Thursday— Grades 1 and 2 enjoyed a lovely hot lunch and creative projects, Rabbi 
Vidal organized a special program for the boys and the Big/Little Sisters enjoyed an 
afternoon project together. Pre-K had a share-a-thon where parents and students 
made a latke game the whole family can play! The students also performed an  
original Chanukah song! 3—8 grade enjoyed an afternoon ice skating! 
 

A large thank you to Mrs. Rivka Fishman for organizing the entire week of 
festivities. She was devoted to making this Chanukah a memorable one for the  
students! 

The Fourth Grade went to the Aeros vs.  
Rampage hockey game at the Toyota 
Center in downtown.  They learned about 
hockey- how many players are on the 
team, how many countries are  
represented by the Aeros, and some of 
the rules of the game.  It was a very  
exciting game, and the children asked 
questions, and really became a part of the 
action.  Thanks to Phyllis Bargrasser and 
Sharon Ruben for driving and  
organizing this trip. 

To the parents of Tiny 
Tots 1 and Tiny Tots 2 If 
your child is picked up at 
noon  tomorrow, Friday 
the 14th you are welcome 
to come back at 1:15 to 
enjoy the Puppet Show. 
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Rabbi Vidal’s Corner                   check here weekly for updates 

  Chayolei Tzivos Hashem Program  
   
 

Please make sure to complete all of your Chanukah  
missions and bring them back to base. I am currently working to 
make sure that the missions for the  
upcoming winter break will be ready by next Friday.  
Mazal Tov to Avraham Moshe Kinsey who completed the  
entire Tehillim this past Shabbos Mevorchim.  

 
If you have any questions you may email me  
 rvidal@tdshouston.org or call (713)935-6645  
 
Your base commander,  
Rabbi Y. Vidal 

Father and Son Learning 
Mazal Tov to Moshe David Trusch who 
won a book from The Early Chasidic  
Personalities series titled Reb Meir Rafaels 
and to Menachem Mendel Belles who won a 
book titled The Biography of the Alter  
Rebbe. Due to the many Chanukah  
celebrations around town we will not be 
having Father and Son learning this week.  

The Early Minyan Group 
We will hold our raffle next Friday IY"H. 
Stay tuned for the winner. Early Mincha 
Minyan UPDATE: There will be an early 
Minyan on Monday and Tuesday of the next 
week. We will resume after winter break 
(Jan 3rd).  Please let Rabbi Vidal know if 
you can make it.    

 Page 2 2012-2013● Issue 15● Torah Day School ● (713)777-2000 fax (713)777-3600 

Technology Corner 
 

The "Write" Stuff 

With all our concentrating on keyboarding and  
technology skills, is there still a place in the world for 
handwriting? Educators and neurologists offer a  
resounding, "yes!".  Handwriting is a skill which  
combines visual processing and fine motor control in a 
directional manner.  Researchers have now shown a 
number of benefits from cursive handwriting including 
increased neural connectivity between the brain's  
hemispheres, impulse control in students with ADD/
ADHD, and increased cognitive thinking.  However, 
more disturbing is the recent research that highlights the 
disparity for high-stakes testing (such as the ACT, and 
some state Bar Exams), where the same material  
presented legibly receives a higher score than it's  
scrappy counterpart (A 5 point higher average on the 
ACT for legible handwriting!!). In fact, some states are 
now requiring handwritten essays so that cheating is 
eliminated.  Don't give up on the penmanship classes 
yet - both keyboarding at solid speeds (60 wpm or  
higher) and fluid, legible handwriting are still necessary 
in today's world.  Whether it's D'Nelian or Zaner-Bloser 
with a fancy plume, or QWERTY, DVORAK and or 
AZERTY keyboards, mastering the basic techniques 
allows your thoughts to flow freely over the paper and 
screen. 

 

From the Rebbetzin’s Desk... 

A little over two centuries after the Chanukah story 
took place, in 69 CE, the Temple was destroyed, this 
time by the Romans. Jerusalem was plundered, Israel 
was decimated and the Jewish people were exiled. It 
was the beginning of a period of Jewish subjection, 
dispersion and persecution which has lasted almost 
two millennia. 

Yet the spiritual miracle—the faith that carried our 
people through thick and thin—like the oil, remains 
inextinguishable. 

As Mark Twain famously put it:  
The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, 
filled the planet with sound and splendor, then faded to 
dream-stuff and passed way; the Greek and the Roman 
followed, and made a vast noise, and they are gone; 
other peoples have sprung up and held their torch high 
for a time, but it burned out, and they sit in twilight 
now, or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat 
them all, and is now what he always was, exhibiting no 
decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of his 
parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert 
and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew; 
all other forces pass, but he remains. 


