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Parent-Teacher Conferences are  
Wednesday November 14th.  

NO SCHOOL FOR ALL  
STUDENTS 
Calendar 

 

You can view the full calendar with 
daily updates on our website at 

www.tdshouston.org 
 

 
Thursday, November 8 
 -- 9:00 am Nursery 1 Parent  
 Share-a-thon 
 --5:30 Titans Basketball 
 game at Grace Presbytarian 
 10221 Ella Lea Ln. 
  
Friday, November 9 
 - Start of Friday 3:15  
 Dismissals 
 - Spaghetti Lunch 
 
Sunday, November 11 
 --TDS Family Picnic at  
 Tom Bass Park- 
 See Directions ——> 
 
Wednesday, November 14 
 --Parent/Teacher  
 Conferences, NO SCHOOL 
 
Thursday, November 15 
 --Rosh Chodesh/Pizza Lunch 
 --1:00 - 2:00 School Voucher 
 Rally at Beren Middle School 
 
Wednesday, November 21 
 --Noon Dismissal - Judaic 
 
Thurs and Fri, November 22 and 23 
 --No School - Thanksgiving 
 
Thursday, November 29 
 -- Titans Basketball  
 game at 5:30 

Sunday, December 2 
 -- Pre-Hanukkah  
 Celebration 

November 8, 2012  
23 Cheshvan, 5773 
Parshas Chayei Sarah 
5:12 pm Candle Lighting Time 

 
 

  Thursday  
  Thunder 

-Morah Yaffa’s Fourth Grade class created 
their own recipes for healthy delicious food, a 
project based on a book they just finished  
reading. After creating recipes such as fruit  
salad they wrote and illustrated them  
beautifully for the class. Soon they will try these 
recipes in class. 
This week they also enjoyed the experience of 
playing songs on the flute. Thank you to Yosie 
Rosenzweig for coming to teach 4th grade 
“Savivon sov sov sov” a Hanukkah Song on the 
flute. 
 

--The students in grades 1-5 and the 7/8 boys 
enjoyed an informative, "up close and personal" 
workshop about snakes. Mrs. Amy  
Summerlin, a snake enthusiast, educated the 
students about the different kinds of snakes, 
which to avoid and which to observe! She 
showed how the snakes "slither" along the 
ground, discussed their eating habits and gave 
students a comprehensive lesson about snakes. 
The students were able to touch a live snake 
(Mrs. Summerlin's pet), see a shedded skin, and 
observe a dead coral snake. All the students, 
regardless of grade, were mesmerized! Thank 
you to Mrs. Shannon for bringing Mrs.  
Summerlin to the school. We look forward to 
her next presentation on spiders and insects.  
 

—Grades 4 and 5 learned about the geography 
of Jerusalem first hand. The students attended a 
workshop where they made buildings using 
Lego blocks to fit in a giant floor map of  
Jerusalem. All the gates to the city, the kotel, 
David's tower and the surrounding city wall 
were included. Upon completion Mr. Stephen 
Schwartz, the architect who spearheaded the 
project, explained the construction, landmarks 
and specific locations in the Old City. When 
asked what they got from the experience, most 
students replied that they learned that you can 
achieve a great deal with teamwork!  
 

 

-Sunday, November 11 
TDS Family Picnic at Tom Bass Park 
Directions: Take Beltway 8 East 
turn right on Fellows Rd., right into Tom Bass 
Park 1 (there will be a golf course on the left) 
Turn left at the fork and then left into Pavilion 2 
 
             RAIN PLAN 
In the event of rain, the school picnic will be a 
BBQ dinner at Torah Day School from 4:00-
6:30 PM. An e-mail will be sent on Saturday 
night or Sunday morning to confirm. 

-The School Day at the Renaissance Fair was 
an exciting journey into science and history from 
days gone by. We had the opportunity to cheer 
for England v. Spain in a joust, take a lesson in 
how armor was made during this period - did 
you know that historians can tell the armor  
maker by small nicks and dents in their  
hammers, which leave impressions on the  
finished product?  We also saw the time-
consuming process demonstrating how wool 
went from being shorn through carding and  
spinning to weaving or crocheting for a final 
product. We were even able to hone our  
negotiating skills in the markets!  A huge thank 
you to Mrs. Israel and Mrs. Gerlitz-Ellis who 
drove and chaperoned our students.  We could 
not have had such a wonderful day without your 
generosity! Mrs. Davies 
 

-Early Mincha 
We will be starting our early Minyan for  
Mincha on Thursday 1 Kislev/November 15th 
@ 3:30pm sharp. If you can attend and complete 
our Minyan, that'd be great. For more info please 
contact Rabbi Vidal on (713)935-6645.  
Thank you 
 

-Second Grade 
baked cookies 
with the chocolate 
chips they earned 
during Chumash 
class since the 
beginning of the 
year. 

—If you need babysitting the day of Parent/
Teacher conferences please contact Devorah 
Leah Tur-Jman at  dturjman@tdshouston.org 
She is offering babysitting at your house, email 
for more details. 

Once again we thank Mrs. Miriam 
Fishamn for doing a hearing  

screening for our students.  
Mrs. Fishman has been doing this 

for over 30 years. Thank you for you  
dedication and support! 

This Friday, Nov. 9 
Start of 3:15 dismissal 

All grades! 
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Rabbi Vidal’s Corner                   check here weekly for updates 

  Chayolei Tzivos Hashem Program  
  
 This Shabbos is Shabbos Mevorchim for the  
happy month of Kislev. Look on your mission 
sheets for your Tehillim mission and complete it. 

Missions for the upcoming week of Toldos were distributed 
last Friday.  
This month in the Davening mission, we are focusing on the 
Brocho of Asher Yotzar. Beautiful Asher Yotzar posters are  
right outside of the bathroom so that the students can say the 
Brocho, read the translation and have the proper  
intentions while saying it. 
If you have any questions you  may email 
me rvidal@tdshouston.org or call (713)935-6645  
 
Your base commander,  
Rabbi Y. Vidal 

Father and Son Learning 
 
There will not be Father and Son Learning 
this Thursday night. We will resume next 
week Thursday 1 Kislev/November 15th from 
7-7:45pm. Raffle will take place then! 

The Early Minyan Group 
 

The next raffle will be held this Friday, stay 
tuned for the winner. 
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From the Principal’s Desk 
 

Morning “Rush Hour” 
 

Even the most responsible children tend to have trouble getting  
organized and out the door in the morning. And for nearly all other 
kids, morning time can be chaotic indeed. Here are some tried and 
true ways to encourage your children to be more responsible in the 
mornings so you can end “rush hour” at your house. 
 

• Set aside a special place for your child to keep everything s/he 
takes to school. Many families have a large cardboard box for 
each family member. Have your child choose a place for the 
box—near the front door or in her/his room. Every afternoon, her/
his first job is to place all school items in the box. When home-
work is finished, it goes in the box too. In the morning, the box is 
the last stop before heading out the door. 

• If your child constantly forgets her/his hat (or homework), teach 
her/him to use a head-to-toe checklist. Before s/he heads out the 
door, have her/him run through a list: “My hat’s on my head, my 
coat’s on my body, my gloves are on my hands, my boots are on 
my feet, and my backpack’s on my back.” 

• Write down a checklist of everything your child takes to school 
on a typical day. Post it by the front door. Use yellow self-
sticking notes for any special items: “Don’t forget to take your 
field trip permission slip today.” 

• Buy your child an alarm clock. Have her/him assume the  
responsibility for getting her/himself up in the morning.  
Sometimes, ask your child to take on the responsibility of waking 
everyone in the family. And before bedtime talk about the  
consequences if family members don’t get up on time the next 
morning. 

• If your child tends to dawdle in the mooring, take a tip from  
musical mom After her daughter wakes up, she beings to play a 
favorite tape or record album. The daughter knows that she has 
until the end of that side plays through to get herself dressed for 
school.  

Not only will your child be able to pace her/himself  because s/he 
knows exactly how many songs are left, but you may also find that 
her/him disposition improves as a s/he is singing! 

SHOW UP 
11/15/12 

GET EDUCATED 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 
Join your friends, family and community at the Rally for 
Tuition Affordability as we launch our grassroots effort to 
help confront the single most important domestic issue  
facing your  family and the Jewish day school community: 
Tuition Affordability. 
WHERE: 
Robert M. Beren Academy 
11333 Cliffwood Drive Houston 
When: November 15, 2012 at 1:00pm 
Contact: Jesse Hervitz | 917-510-3726 |  
hervitzj@ou.org 

——- 
The Pre-Hanukkah Celebration is  
December 2nd. Please contact Beatrice Ruff at 
bruff@tdshouston.org if you would like to be a vendor  or 
know of one. 

——- 
Save the date!  

 

Thank you to all the parents that came to the Auction 
meeting, we got a lot accomplished! 
 

For those who were not able to attend, you can still get 
involved. To join the auction committee and to get the 
full minutes of the meeting please email Joyce Camhi 
at jcamhi@gmail.com 

Date of next years Auction: Nov.10,  2013 
 

We have raised so far around $26,000! This is a  
beautiful amount, but we need everyone's help to 
reach our goal soon! 
Any ideas are welcome. 
 

Please start collecting prizes NOW  
for next year’s event! 


