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  Thursday  
  Thunder 

Calendar 
 

You can view the full calendar with 
daily updates on our website at 

www.tdshouston.org 
 

March 2, Fri. Back to 3:45 Dismissal 
 - Spaghetti Lunch 
March 5, Mon. - 5:00 pm Basketball   
   Banquet 
March 7, Wed. - School Pictures 
 - Fast of Esther 
March 8, Thurs. - Purim, 8:40 am  
   arrival,  
   - 9:30 am Megillah reading 
   - Noon Dismissal, Judaic 
March 9, Fri. - Shushan Purim - Late   
   Arrival, 8:40 am 
March 12, Mon. - (rescheduled) Pam  
 Diebner speaking on “Promoting and  
 Expanding Language”- Don' t miss it! 
March 14, Wed. - G.O. play 
 

Check out Purim Events  
around Houston at  

www.tdshouston.org/purim 

School News: 
 

Thank you to 
...the Chen family for the donation of two beautiful maps, il-
lustrating the solar system and the world,  for the classrooms. 
...Mrs. Grodner, Mrs. Chen and Mrs. Turjman for helping 
with pizza lunch. 
 

Lots of opportunities at once: 
Are you interested in individual photos of your child (ren) 
by a professional photographer? If so, let the office know by 
Friday and the school photographer (David Kraitman) will 
do so. 
Are you interested in outfitting your kitchen with the best 
and most reasonable knives and kitchen utensils on the  
market? If so, find a TDS student and order your Rada 
Knives (or utensils) today. 
Are you interested in supporting the wonderful Friendship 
Circle events? If so, find a TDS student and pledge for his/her walking. 
 

Happenings Around the School: 
Congratulations to Daniel Frydman who placed 4th in the Scripps-Howard 
Regional Spelling Bee. He was among 42 entrants and participated for 5 
hours. 
 

Student of the Week!  Benny Mandl for being so polite and responsible in 
taking and returning the sports equipment. 
 

Middle School Girls made smiley faced rice krispy treats as an Adar treat for 
their 'little sisters.' 
 

The Fourth grade celebrated finishing Parshas Miketz with a siyum that  
included popcorn, treats, and the watching the newest Agent Emes about Moshiach's donkey. 
 

The middle school students are learning about organs first hand. They have been dissecting hearts, 
eyes, and kidneys in their science classes. 
 

 
The students were enlightened by Tikvah Juni, a young woman with 
Downs Syndrome, who came to speak about what it is like to grow up 
with a developmental disability. Tikvah was an animated speaker and 
the students were inspired by her accomplishments and moved by 
how she deals with her challenges.  
 

 
 
 

In Texas History, we have been learning about different governmental styles.  One of the issues that 
Texas faced, was whether Mexico would implement a centralist or federalist government.  We looked 
at the issues presented in the Constitution of 1824.  We discussed the organization and implications 
of both systems of government, and also looked at current events such as the Arab Spring in Syria to 
understand how lucky we are to have a federalist system in place in the United States today.   
 

Here's what Yoeli Donin wrote on the subject in his test: 
 

The new Texas settlers would prefer a federal system in their constitution for a 
few reasons:  One reason was that they liked that it gave limited power to the 
central government.  It also gave broad local authority to the state.  This  
federalism split up the power between different people.  Since the power was 
divided up not one person could have all the power.  If one person was to have 
all the power they could go corrupt and become a dictator.  This benefited  
Coahuila y Texas because it gave the U.S. Settlers the right to a trial by jury and 
other different rights. 
 

Great job, students!  Stay tuned for more wonderful work from our class. 
Mrs. Davies  

Hurry, Hurry, Hurry!  
Purim is coming, and we’ve  

already sold half of our baskets! 
Get yours while they still last. 

 

Make your friends, family or 
neighbors Purim day brighter  

with a Shaloch Manos Basket  
from TDS! 

 

Pickup at Torah Day School or 
have it delivered in Houston.  

 

Your generous support allows us to 
provide an excellent education for 
another generation of children in 

Houston - and they are a great way 
to spread the word about our 
school and the many amazing 

things we accomplish. 
 

Don't forget to order one 
for your teachers, too! 

 
 

  Please call us 
      at 713-777-2000 or                  

            email the order form to    
info@tdshouston.org  

Class Pictures 
Wednesday  

March 7, 2012 
Please send in your order and 

payment by March 6th 

 
2012 - 2013 REGISTRATION IS  

NOW IN PROGRESS 
 

REGISTER BEFORE MARCH 16TH  
FOR ONLY  $500.00  

 

DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS  
BIG DISCOUNT! 



Young Abraham screening 
ERJCC Kaplan Theatre 

Sunday, March 11th at 11:00 am 
Www.erjcchouston.org/filmfest for more details 
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 Rabbi Vidal’s Corner                 check here weekly for updates 

                     Chayolei Tzivos Hashem Program  
 

 Next week is Purim! Check your mission sheets for all the  
special tasks that you have to complete for Purim. This is a great way to 
earn lots of miles and missions towards your next medals. 

The focus mission this month of Adar is to learn with your parents. Every grade has 
a different amount of time that they need to  learn with their parents in order to  
complete this mission. By completing this Avos Ubonim mission you get a focus 
card and another mission towards your next medal! What can be better than that? 
The next Chinese Auction will take place on 27 Adar/March 21st which is  
less than 3 weeks away; start bringing back your missions asap. The sooner the  
missions come in, the sooner they are entered into the database and the sooner 
you have your miles to select your prizes.If your child is missing a rank book,  
medal, card etc… please let me know via email. 
 

Special surprise to be announced shortly… 
 

If you have not registered yet, you can still do so. 
 

If you would like more info, to donate and be a part of this  
and/or future sponsorships, please feel free to contact me on  
713-935-6645 or rvidal@tdshouston.org  
 

Your base commander,  
Rabbi Y. Vidal 

Father and Son Learning 
 

Fathers and Sons from 1-8th grade are  
invited to learn tonight Thursday 7 Adar 
5772 /March 1st 2012 from 7:00-7:45pm. 
Learning materials will be provided.  
Special refreshments will be served. We 
would like to thank an anonymous sponsor 
for making this program possible.  

RAFFLE TONIGHT!  

The Early Minyan Group 
  

Mazel Tov to Mendy Donin upon winning 
a translated version of the Alter Rebbe’s  
Shulchan Oruch on the Halachos of  
Tefillin.  The next special breakfast is in 
the works; stay tuned for details.  

 
From the Principal’s Desk 
 

In years past, children had to help with the family business or on 
the farm. They often had to watch younger siblings. 
Children need to learn responsibility. A parent has a critical role 
to play to help his/her child become a responsible adult.  
Another word for "responsibility" is 'self-discipline."  
Responsible children do better in school, they grow up to become 
productive, responsible adults. Some ideas to foster  
responsibility in children are: 
1. Make sure your child learns that actions have consequences. 
Whenever possible, use logical consequences.  E.g. If he's late for 
school, he has to go to bed earlier, since, obviously, he needs 
more sleep. If he completes his homework, he can choose an  
activity. If he forgets his lunch he might be hungry that day. 
2. Talk about how all choices have consequences. During dinner 
have each family member talk about the choices he made during 
the day. E.g. "I chose to do my homework. The result was that I 
got an A on my math test." "I chose to get up 15 minutes late. 
The result was that I missed breakfast." 
3. Don't make it easy to forget. If your child has forgotten 
homework, don't drive her to school to retrieve it. If she's lost a 
soccer ball, don't rush out to buy another one. 
4.A trip to the grocery store can help your child understand 
money. Before you go, have your child work with you to make a 
list of everything you need. Have him/her make a list of what  
s/he wants. After buying the essentials, figure how much you 
have left and let your child make some decisions about which 
treats to buy. 
5.You will need 2 jars for this idea. Label one, "mom and dad" 
and fill it with 200 small items (buttons, clips, etc.). Label the 
second, empty jar, "kids." Then draw up a list of jobs the kids are 
expected to do during a day which include at-home and school 
jobs. At the end of each day, go through the list of jobs. For each 
job finished--and done well-- mom and dad move a button out of 
their jar and into the kids' jar. When the kids' jar is filled, they get 
to decide what they'd like to do as a family. 
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On Sunday, March 11, join 800 people from 
the greater Houston Jewish community at the 

Friendship Circle Walk for the benefit of  
children with conditions such as  

Down Syndrome, ADD, autism and 
other  physical and/or emotional challenges. 

Registration opens at 1:00 and the walk launches at 2:00 
from Jewish Family Services ending at Emery Weiner 
School with a fun filled family carnival from 3:00 - 5:00. 

The Friendship Circle reaches out and extends a helping 
hand to families whose children have special needs and 
involves them in a full range of Jewish and social experi-
ences. The circles’ unique formula introduces volunteers 
to the children and through shared experiences both are 
enriched. 

 
To register to walk and help get the word out go 

to  www.houstonfriendshipwalk.com 
To volunteer on the day of the walk, contact  

Elisa Goldstein at 713-545-7724 
 
The Walk is in cooperation with the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Houston and JFS Disability Services 

***EARLYBIRD DISCOUNT*** 
REGISTER BEFORE APRIL 30TH FOR ONLY $150/WEEK JUNE 

25—AUGUST 3 
CALL 713-777-2000 FOR MORE INFO 

Camp Gan Israel REGISTER NOW ! 


