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Tues. Dec. 20 Preschool Chanukah Parent Share-a-
thon at 9:00 am 

Dec. 21—Jan.3 NO Preschool 
Dec. 21—28 Chanukah 
Dec. 21—23  Noon Dismissal for Day School, K—8 
Dec. 26—Jan. 3 Winter Break 
Jan. 3 Teacher In-Service (No School) 

TDS Titans vs. Grace Presbytarian 
@ 4:30 

Jan. 4 School Resumes 

Fri. Dec. 2 Spaghetti Lunch for K—8th Grade  
Only—$5 

Fri. Dec. 16 Spaghetti Lunch for K—8th Grade 
Only—$5 

5:04 candle lighting  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School News: 
 
 Thank you to everyone who came out to the basketball game 

on Monday to support the  
TDS Titans  
————————— 

Congratulations to Gia Grodner on winning the  
school mall raffle. 

————————— 
 

Kindergarten—Eighth grade. Dress code informa-
tion.  If you choose to wear a long sleeve shirt un-

der your uniform it must be a white shirt. 
Thank you. 

 

————————— 
 

The 4th grade girls demonstrated Ahavas Yisroel by  
helping their classmate look for her earring that was lost  

on the soccer field  

 
Wedding Dress Up Day  

Tomorrow!!!! 
For kindergarten thru 8th grade 

 
In honor of the weddings of: 
Yakov and Leah, Yakov and Rochel, (Parshas 
Vayetzei) 
The Rebbe and Rebbitzen ( ) י״ד and 
The Tzemach Tzedek and Rebbitzen Chaya 
Mushka ( )ה׳  
Come dressed up in a wedding costume!!!!!!! 
Choson, Kallah, flower girl, waiter, etc. 
 

BE CREATIVE!!!! 
 
*Make sure your outfit is tznius and appropriate!  
You MUST be able to learn in class with whatever 
your costume is and you will need to remove hats 
etc. for class. 

**SWEATSHIRT INFORMATION 
Please check that your children have their own sweatshirts. 

Several children are missing sweatshirts and someone 
might have worn the wrong one home by accident. 

The navy blue zippered sweat shirt with the TDS 
logo is required of all students and the only 
sweatshirt allowed in school.  All other garments will 
be taken to the office! All ordering information can 
be found on the TDS website. 

Mazel Tov… 
...Chaim Mendel Grinshtein on becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah! 
… Ari Feigenson on becoming a Bar Mitzvah! 
… The Feigenson Family on the wedding of Mushka 
to Yaacov Feiglen 

YOU’RE INVITED 
 

Torah Day School families are invited to  
 

Ephraim Mandl’s Upsernish  
 

Sunday, Dec. 4th at 10:00 am 
 

7726 Quail Meadow 



Ezra 

Mendy 

 
Chayolei Tzivos 

Hashem Program  
 

 
The Chinese Auction prizes have arrived…  
 

Mazal Tov to all our winners  
 

Every week there is a focus mission. The students who 
complete this mission receive a focus card. These cards are 
scratch-offs with a secret amount of miles that the students 
can scan at the Kiosk and the miles automatically are 
uploaded on their account. Some cards have arrived and they 
will be distributed by the end of the week or beginning of 
next week. 
The last few details are being worked on in anticipation of 
the next medal award ceremony… We appreciate your 
patience and cooperation… 
The Hachloto of the month has been posted on the Chayolei 
Tzivos Ha-shem bulletin board. Please check monthly for the 
Hachloto of the month and weekly for the focus mission.  
 
If you would like to donate and be a part of this please feel 
free to contact me on (713) 935 6645 or 
rvidal@tdshouston.org  
 
For more info and/or future sponsorships you may call me on 
(713)777-2000 ext 225 
 
Your base commander, 
Rabbi Y. Vidal 

Father and Son Learning 
 

Fathers and Sons from 1-8th grade are invited to learn tonight 
Thursday 5 Kislev 5772/December 1st 2011 from 6:30-

7:15pm. Learning materials and light refreshments will be 
provided. Mazal Tov to Menachem Mendel Belles who won a 
pocket-size Siddur and Daniel Frydman who won a book titled 
“Branches of the Chasidic Menorah.” We would like to thank 

an anonymous sponsor for making this program possible. 
NEXT RAFFLE in just 2 weeks!  

The Early Minyan Group 
 

Mazel Tov to Ari Feigenson who had his Bar Mitzvah in New 
York this past Sunday. Mazal Tov to Yehuda Tanenbaum 
upon winning “Vedibarta Bam-Chanukah” in the raffle which 
took place on Friday 21 Cheshvan/ November 18th. On 
Wednesday 26 Cheshvan / November 23rd, the students were 
rewarded with their first Minyan trip to SkyZone. This trip 
was long awaited and well-deserved by the 7&8th grade boys 
who attended Minyan 50 out of 58 days @ 6:45 am. The stu-
dents had a lot of fun. We thank an anonymous sponsor for 
making this trip possible.  

From the Principal’s Desk 
 
 

Better students through better parenting 
Excerpt from the Houston Chronicle 

 

  In recent years, we’ve been treated to reams of op-ed  
articles about how we need better teachers in our public schools 
and, if only the teachers’ unions would go away, our kids 
would score like Singapore’s on the big international tests. 
There’s no question that a great teacher can make a huge  
difference in a student’s achievement, and we need to recruit, 
train and reward such teachers. But here’s what some new  
studies are showing: We need parents to be more  
focused on their children’s education as it makes a huge differ-
ence in a student’s achievement. 
  How do we know? Every three years, the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, or OECD, conducts 
exams as part of the Program for International Student  
Assessment, or PISA, which tests 15- year-olds in the world’s 
leading industrialized nations on their reading comprehension 
and ability to use what they’ve learned in math and science to 
solve real problems- the most important skills for succeeding. 
America’s 15-year-olds have not been distinguishing  
themselves in the exams compared with students Singapore, 
Finland, and Shanghai. 
  To better understand why some students thrive taking the 
PISA tests and others do not, Andreas Schleicher, who oversees 
the exams for the OECD, was encouraged by the OECD  
countries to look beyond the classrooms. So starting with four 
countries in 2006, and then adding 14 more in 2009, the PISA 
team went to the parents of 5,000 students and interviewed 
them “about how they raised their kids and then compared that 
with the test results” for each of those years, Schleicher  
explained to me. Two weeks ago, the PISA team published the 
three main findings of its study: 
  “Fifteen-year-old students whose parents often read books 
with them during their first year of primary school show  
markedly higher scores in PISA 2009 than students whose  
parents read with them infrequently or not at all. The  
performance advantage among students whose parents read to 
them in their early schools years is evident regardless of the 
family’s socioeconomic background. Parents’ engagement with 
their 15-year-olds is strongly associated with better  
performance in PISA.” 
  Schleicher explained to me that “just asking your child how 
was their school day and showing genuine interest in the  
learning that they are doing can have the same impact as hours 
of private tutoring. It is something every parent can do, no  
matter what their education level or social background.” 
  These PISA findings were echoed in a recent study by the 
National School Boards Association’s Center for Public 
 Education, and written up by the center’s director, Patte Barth, 
in the latest issue of The American School Board Journal. 
  A study, called “Back to School: How parent 
 involvement affects student achievement,” found something 
“somewhat surprising,” wrote Barth: “Parent involvement can 
take many forms, but only a few of them relate to higher  
student performance. 
  “Monitoring homework; 
making sure children get to school; rewarding their efforts and 
talking up the idea of going to college. These parent actions are 
linked to better attendance, grades, test scores, and preparation 
for college,” Barth wrote. 

CHECK OUT  

RABBI VIDAL’S  

CORNER! 


