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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER CALENDAR 

ה”ב  

November 23, 2011 

 

Wed. Nov. 23 Noon Dismissal--Judaic half day 
Thurs./Fri,. Nov. 
24-25 

No School— Thanksgiving 
 

Tues. Nov.29 Basketball Game TDS vs Grace at             
4:30 pm 

Dec. 21—28 Chanukah 
Dec. 21—23  Noon Dismissal for Day School 
Dec. 26—Jan. 3 Winter Break 

Jan. 4 School Resumes 

Tues. Dec. 20 Preschool Chanukah Share-a-thon at 
9:00 am 

Dec. 21—Jan.3 Preschool OFF 

Nov. 27 Rosh Chodesh Kislev 

Jan. 3 Teacher In-Service (No School) 

5:05 candle lighting  
Shabbos Mevarchim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School News: 
 

 Congratulations to the undefeated  
TDS Titans  

on their win against St. Francis  
30/22 

————————— 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the TDS Food 
Drive! We collected a total of 357 items!  The  
students and their families donated enough items to 
give food to over 100 people for the Thanksgiving 
Holiday! 
 

Congratulations to our first place winners  
4th Grade  

and our second place winners 2nd Grade. 
 

The 4th Grade class will be taking a field trip to the 
JCC to tour the Meals on Wheels pantry and see 
first hand how the program is run. 

————————— 
 

Thank you… 
 

… to the Frydman family for making a donation to the 
TDS Science Class in honor of Daniel Frydman’s Bar 
Mitzvah. 

Mrs. Perl compiles a newsletter for fifth graders 
every week. Each student provides an article to the 
newsletter. Here is an article from last week Fifth 
Grade Times: 
 

Fun Facts—D. Bargraser 
 

Did you know that Bnei Yisrael went on a three day 
journey to the wilderness to bring offerings to 
Hashem? 
Did you know that Sisrei had 900 iron chariots? 
Did you know Bnei Yisrael’s army, led by Barak, had 
10,000 soldiers? 

————————— 
 

 

WE HAVE ONLY RECEIVED ONE RESPONSE, 
PLEASE LET US KNOW BY MONDAY, 

 NOV. 28TH IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS 
PROGRAM. 

 

HAPPY HANDS 
WRITING/FINE MOTOR GROUPS 

 

Happy Hands a fun, multi-sensory class for children to 
develop the prerequisite writing skills necessary to hold 
a pencil, use scissors, tie shoes, and manipulate  
buttons and zippers using fun activities and cool art  
projects  
 

TDS is going to offer this class for Four year olds 
through Kindergarten age, if enough parents are  
interested. 
 

The class will be on Tuesdays at 2:30 for one hour. 
$13 per class.  6 classes per session. The class leader 
is Donna Abramson, a certified occupational therapist. 
 

————————— 
 

3rd through 8th grade parents please look in your 
child’s yomans for assignments. This is very important 

in teaching our students responsibility. 
 

————————— 
 



Ezra 

Mendy 

 
Celebrate Jewish Festival of Lights with  

tinkering, tales, and timeless traditions at 
the Children’s Museum  

December 8 – 14 

Hanukkah O Hanukkah, come light the menorah! Hanukkah  
celebrates the miracle Jewish people experienced after re-
claiming the Temple of Jerusalem when a tiny amount of lamp 
oil lit up the Temple for eight days. This Festival of Lights is 
celebrated by lighting the Menorah for eight nights using the 
center candle (the shamash).  It is a time of giving, prayer and 
togetherness.  Our Hanukkah celebration is part of Seasons of 
Sharing, Houston’s only multicultural holiday exhibit for  
children spotlighting seven cultural celebrations,  
Nov. 12 - Jan. 8. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Events, activities and times subject to change.   

SPECIAL EVENTS: 
 
• Olive Press Workshop:  Rabbi Mendy from Chabad 
Lubavitch Outreach will lead a workshop about the traditions 
of the lights of Hanukkah in One World. 
Event Time:  Dec. 8 at 5:30 p.m. during Free Family Night and 
Dec. 11 at 1 p.m. 
 
• Dan Gordon Storyteller:  Listen to this master teller of tales 
as he delights you with extraordinary stories of Hanukkah in 
the Brown Auditorium. 
Event Time:  Dec. 8 at 6:30 p.m. during Free Family Night and 
Dec. 10 at 2 p.m. 

ON-GOING ACTIVITIES: 

 
• Flip Fried Latke Game:  See how many times you can flip 
your latke into the frying pan in this fun game you play atJunk-
tion. 
 
• Dreidel Paper Chain:  The dreidel is a well-recognized Ha-
nukkah symbol.  Cut out dreidel paper chains to show who 
you’re celebrating the season with at Junktion. 
 
• Macaroni Menorah:  The Menorah is the centerpiece of Ha-
nukkah celebrations.  Head over to Junktion to cut, color and 
paste your own Hanukkah Menorah. 
 
• Salt Wash Sparkled Menorah Candle:  Make your paper 
candles spark by coating them with a special salt water wash 
at the Alexander Art Academy. 
 
• Dreidel Game:  Play a traditional Jewish game using con-
cepts of probability. 
Event Time:  2 – 6 p.m. at the ExxonMobil Math Cart 

From the Rebbetzin’s Desk 
 

Toldot Q & A 
 

By Moshe Bogomilsky 
www.chabad.org 

 
 
Question: Isaac was a wealthy man. Why was he 
dependent on Esau for food? 
 
 
Answer: The Talmud  (Shabbat 89b) states that in 
the future G-d will complain to the Patriarchs that 
their children (the Jewish people) have 
sinned. Abraham and Jacob will respond, “Let them 
be annihilated for the sake of your Holy name.” 
Isaac will come to the defense of the Jewish people 
and plead on their behalf. His defense will be the 
following: “A‑mighty G‑d, though they have 
sinned, they deserve your love, because after all, you 
are their father and they are your children.” 
Isaac will prove his case by stating the fact that he, 
too, had a son who was far from being a righteous 
man, and yet he loved him merely because he was 
his son. Thus, Isaac loved Esau because through him 
he had “food for argument” with which to defend the 
Jewish people and assure their survival. 
 

——————- 
 
Question: Esau only asked for the lentil soup. Why 
did Jacob give him bread, too? 
 
 
Answer: When Esau came from the field he was ter-
ribly hungry. It would not have been right of Jacob 
to take advantage of the situation and tell Esau that if 
he did not sell him the firstborn birthright, he would 
let him die from hunger. Jacob knew that Esau 
would claim that he was under duress at the time of 
the sale, and thus, it was null and void. 
Wanting to make sure that Esau would not have any 
regret about the sale, he first gave him enough bread 
to stave off his hunger. When Esau was no longer 
hungry, Jacob asked him if he still wanted the lentil 
soup in exchange for the birthright. Esau was then 
relaxed and with his free will sold his birthright for a 
pot of lentil soup. 

Mazel Tov… 
...to the Perl Family on the birth of a new  
   granddaughter! 


